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John Yates, 1947-2016
by the Checkmark editor

John Yates, one of the six original 
founding members of our club, 
former owner of Antique Auto Parts 
of Kentucky, swap meet veteran, and 
selfless ambassador of the hobby, died 
unexpectedly on July 31, 2016, at the 
age of 68.

He is survived by his wife, Becky; 
three daughters, Jennifer (Allen) 
Resinger of Lexington, Melanie 
(Franz) Wolff of Lexington, and 
Keri Sallee of Versailles; his mother, 
Ruby Barnett Yates of Lexington; one 
brother, William (Mary Jo) Yates; 
nine grandchildren; and several nieces 
and nephews.

John and I first met in about 1983, 
through a mutual friend. We were 
both in that sometimes-discouraging 
phase of Model A restoration in which 
the vehicle looks more like a swap 
meet than a car.

In addition to our common interest 
in the Model A, we both worked in 
the utility industry — John with the 
telephone company, and I with the 
electric company. Before long, there 

would be daily phone calls between 
us. He called them “junkyard breaks.”

Our projects — his 1931 Standard 
Coupe and my 1930 Town Sedan — 
would closely track each other over the 
next few years. We spent many hours 
helping out in each other’s garages.

It was during this period that our 
club, the Central Kentucky Region 
of the Model A Restorers Club, was 
born, the result of a series of Saturday 
breakfast meetings at a Lexington 
restaurant. With John’s passing, only 
three of the six original founding 
members remain: Bill Bates, Bobby 
Jones (who is no longer in the club), 
and me.

The other founders, Bob Hamilton 
(who died in 1993) and Bob Marshall 
(who died in 1991), were among the 
many mentors who guided John 
and me during the early years of our 
involvement with Model A Fords.

John’s car reached what he called 
the “skeeter” stage (a running chassis 
that can be driven) a short time 
before mine. But I soon caught up 
with him. One Saturday in October 

1986, I helped him with the major 
milestone of putting the body back on 
his chassis, transforming the “skeeter” 
back into a coupe. The very next 
day, he helped me reunite my Town 
Sedan’s chassis and body.

In the more than three decades 
since then, Mary and I would 
experience many more Model A 
milestones with John and Becky — 
weekend and week-long excursions, 
Glidden Tours, MARC National 
Meets, and Hershey expeditions, to 
name a few.

As an ambassador for the hobby, 
nobody was a better example. We’d 
be in a hotel parking lot several states 
away from home, and someone would 
walk up with questions about old cars. 
After a few minutes of conversation, 

Jessamine County tour is Aug. 20
It’s something of a tradition for our club to make an appearance at the High 

Bridge Festival and end up with a visit to the Thomson-Hood Veterans Center 
in Wilmore, where our old cars always seem to bring cheer to the residents.

On Saturday morning, Aug. 20, we’ll meet at McDonald’s in Brannon 
Crossing just south of Lexington, departing from there at 9 a.m. Darrell and 
Joan Webb are in charge of this event. Continued on page 2
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he’d offer to take them for a ride. The little brown coupe 
would usually return with the other guy driving with a 
huge grin that almost matched the one on John’s face. The 
chances are good that some people “out there” might trace 
their involvement in the Model A hobby to a such chance 
encounter with John.

John had an impish streak. If someone in the group on 
a weekend overnight trip had a freshly rebuilt engine, John 
would order pancakes with extra syrup for breakfast on 
Sunday morning. Somehow, the extra syrup would find 
a way to form a puddle under the unsuspecting victim’s 
car, in the vicinity of the rear main bearing. The ultimate 
diagnosis for the “problem” was revealed by a taste test.

John was a driving force — he’d appreciate the pun, I’m 
sure — in our club and the hobby. He rarely missed a local 
club activity or a MARC National Meet. He regularly set 
up at swap meets in Kentucky and surrounding states. And 
to him, the Hershey flea market area was as familiar as his 
own back yard. Through it all, he never tired of driving his 
Model A, clocking more than 100,000 miles on it.

John had served our local club in many capacities 
over the years, including on the board of directors and as 
president. At his death, he held the position of national 
director, CKMARC’s liaison with the national club.

Farewell, my friend. I’ll miss the “junkyard breaks.”
[Editor’s note: Thanks to Danny and Tammy Godbey, 

Herman and Nancy Butler, and Delmer and Linda 
Dalton for their contributions to the collection of photos of 
John.]
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More information on ‘Drive 
Your Model A’ Day, Sept. 9-11

Central Kentucky MARC invites you to celebrate Drive 
Your Model A Day, Sept. 9-11 in Lexington. The Ramada 
Inn, 2143 North Broadway, is the host hotel. If you haven’t 
already made your reservation and still need a room, call 
(859) 299-1261. 

This will truly be an opportunity to drive your Model 
A. Saturday’s highlight will be a tour of over 100 miles 
including beautiful back roads, a buffet lunch, and planned 
morning and afternoon stops. There will be an optional ice 
cream tour on Friday evening, and plenty of time to kick 
tires and visit with fellow Model A enthusiasts.

Jerry and Martha Baker and Bruce and Linda Bailey 
are the organizers of this event.

Note: Apart from the hotel accommodations, there 
is no registration required for this event. If you plan to 
particpate without staying at the host hotel, make sure 
to be there in time for the departures as outlined below. 
For those who are trailering to the event, plenty of trailer 

Continued on page 4



Memorials for John Yates
In lieu of flowers, the Yates family has suggested that 

memorial contributions be made in John’s name to the 
Model A Ford Museum.

If you wish to contribute directly, send a check 
to Model A Ford Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 95151, 
Nonantum, MA 02495. Indicate that your contribution 
is in memory of John Yates, Central Ky. MARC, by 
writing that information on the memo line of your 
check or by enclosing a note to that effect.

If you prefer, Mike Tearney, our club’s treasurer, will 
collect contributions and forward them to the Model A 
Ford Foundation to benefit the museum. If you choose 
that route, make your check payable to CKMARC 
and designate that it’s a contribution in memory of 
John Yates. Mike will collect the contributions in a 
special fund for a month or two, and will then send the 
Foundation a check for the total amount, along with a 
list of contributors. Such a list will also be given to the 
Yates family. (Mike’s address is in the red box on page 2).
Memorial bricks at the Model A Museum

The CKMARC board of directors has recently voted 
to buy an individual brick in memory of each person, 
over the club’s 30-year history, who has died while a 
member. A brick in John’s memory will be among the 
first to be purchased.



‘MARC’ your calendar
99 Aug. 20 — Tour Jessamine County with visits to the Thomson-
Hood Veterans Center and the High Bridge Festival (Darrell 
and Joan Webb). See details on page 1.
99 Sept. 9 – 11 — It’s CKMARC’s turn to host nearby regional 
Model A Clubs for Drive Your Model A Day. Activities will be 
centered in the Paris area. Jerry and Martha Baker and Bruce 
and Linda Bailey are the organizers. See details on page 2.
99Oct. 15 – 16 — Overnight tour to Big Bone Lick State Park 
(Delmer and Linda Dalton). See details on this page.
99Nov. 12 — Lunch at Biancke’s Restaurant in Cynthiana (Mary 
and Jeff Rhoads).
99Dec. 10 — Holiday potluck lunch, silent auction and election of 
officers at Southern Heights Baptist Church in Lexington (John 
and Karen Blair and Jeff and Mary Rhoads).
99 Jan. 21, 2017 — Winter potluck gathering at the Rabbit Run 
Recreation Center in Lexington (Delmer and Linda Dalton).

Checkmark
Central Ky. Region, Model A Restorers Club
3813 Dicksonia Drive 
Lexington, Ky. 40517

Services offered: body, interior and glass work
Bill Bates has recovered from recent back surgery, 
and is now feeling ready to take on some light work. 
Contact Bill at (859 333-7022.

Make reservations now for the Oct. 15-16 tour 
to Big Bone Lick and General Butler State Parks

The Big Bone Lick and General Butler State Parks 
tour will be Oct. 15 and 16. A block of rooms has been 
reserved at General Butler State Park for Saturday night, 
Oct. 15. The rooms are being held in the name of Central 
Kentucky Model A Restorers Club. Make your room 
reservations by calling (866) 462-8853 or (502) 732-4383, 
ext. 2411. Reservations must be made by Sept. 15. Rooms 
are $83.65 plus tax.

Those interested in campground reservations may 

call Reserve America at (888) 459-7275 or email 
reserveamerica.com.

Delmer and Linda Dalton are the organizers of this 
event. Meet them at McDonald’s on Leestown Road in 
Lexington on Saturday morning, Oct. 15, for a 9:30 a.m. 
departure.

parking is available at the Ramada.

Agenda at a glance

· Friday evening, Sept. 9: Optional tour to Parkette Drive-
in for ice cream and cruising. Departure time: 6 p.m.

· Saturday, Sept. 10: Tour of approximately 100 miles on 
beautiful central Kentucky back roads. Be sure to have 
your Model A in shape! Departure time: 8:30 a.m.
— Morning stop at Reed Valley Orchard for fried fruit 

pies and cider.
— Buffet lunch at Blue Licks Battlefield State Park.
— Afternoon stops at Cane Ridge Meeting House and 

The Rock Cafe (ice cream).

‘Drive Your Model A’ Day
Continued from page 2


