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Our experience on the Ashland tour
By Roy Armstrong

Editors’ note: The following is condensed from an article by 
Roy Armstrong, a Louisville resident and member of the 
Falls City Region, that was printed in their newsletter. We 
thought you’d enjoy a recap of the 
weekend from his perspective. 

First, my brother Charles and 
I would like to express our thanks 
to the Central Kentucky club for 
allowing us to travel with them on 
this tour. You CKMARC members 
sure know how to put on a tour. 
We enjoyed every minute of it, 
from the beginning to the end. I 
enjoyed being with the members 
and getting to know them better. 
I enjoyed Jerry Baker’s jokes; they 
were good ones. Vic Tankersley: I 
enjoyed your stories. I know some of them were false, but 
they were good. 

We left home early Thursday so that we could reach our 
motel before the Lexington rush hour traffic. We got to 
spend time with John and Loretta Baker and others that 
evening at Cracker Barrel. 

On Friday morning, there were so many Model As that 
we left in two groups. I don’t know how many Model As 

Charles, left, and Roy Armstrong.

there were. I believe there must have been anywhere from 
21 to 25. They were everywhere. 

At Lying Lee’s Used Cars, we got to see a lot of old 
cars setting all around the place outside just waiting to 
be restored. Inside were lots of beautiful restored cars, a 
collection of clocks, and many other things too numerous 
to mention. 

At one point, we stopped at a Toyota dealer. I wondered 
why we were stopping there; I didn’t want to look at new 

Above: Outside Lying Lee’s Used Cars. (Photo by Tammy Godbey.) Below, left: Indoor 
treasures at Lying Lee’s included gas pumps and clocks. Center: Model T touring car made a 
photogenic backdrop for Kris Brake, Kim Hollis, and Lori Tankersley. Right: Toby Brown, 
shown with dad Todd, celebrated his first birthday on the Ashland trip.
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Toyotas — nor did I want to see a car salesman. So, I 
followed the crowd into the dealership. The crowd just 
walked on past the new cars to the back of the store and 

entered a room 
that was full of 
beautiful restored 
cars of all kinds. 
You just have to 
see it to believe it. 
I believe they had 
more Corvettes 
than they had 
Toyotas. Then 

we took the elevator upstairs, and there was a 1950s diner, 
where we got to eat some ice cream. We went into another 
room full of stuffed animals from Africa and other parts 
of the world — so many that the tax people valued this 
display at $1 million.

The historic house that we got to tour was beautiful. It 
looks very large from the outside, but it seems even larger 
on the inside. The interior doors are 12 feet tall, so by that 
I estimated the ceiling to be about 14 feet high. 

The J. Taylor Auto Collection in Huntington, W. Va., 
was something to see. There were lots of rare cars. 

Everywhere we stopped to eat, the food was good. 
At one evening meal, they gave Burt Nation a prize. 
Everybody seemed to be so happy when they saw that it 
was a gas can. Burt, if you’ll keep the gas can full and keep 
it in the Model A, I’m sure you’ll find it to be very useful 
in your future. 

Nice 1931 Ford Model A standard phaeton was among 
the cars at the Fannin car dealership on the outskirts of 
Ashland.

Below: Roy Armstrong 
poses amid the taxidermy 
collection, valued at $1 
million. (Photo by Tammy 
Godbey.)

Continued from page 1 There was one place that takes the cake: Hillbilly Hot 
Dogs. I don’t know if I can describe this place to you very 
well or not, but I’ll try. The first thing that you have to 
figure out is, how do I get into this place? After pulling on 
the doorknob, you get to thinking that you’ve been locked 
out. Then you notice that the doorknob is on the same side 
of the door as the hinges. So then, you have to find another 
way to get the door open. 

After you get that all figured out and get inside, you 
have to work your way through the junk without getting 
hurt. The old used commode seats and other things look 
like they could fall off the walls on you if you bump up 
against one of them. You need to take a pair of earplugs, 
because after you place your order, the lady will sing you a 
“weenie song” that could damage your hearing. After you 
get your order, you make your way back through all of that 
junk to one of the old school buses where you can eat your 
food. I ate my Hillbilly Dog outside under the tree. 

Would I eat there again if I were in the area? You bet 
I would. There can’t be another place like it in the whole 
world. You can get anything that you ever wanted there, 
from a Hillbilly Dog to a Junkyard Dog. You can get a Big 
Bad Bubba’s Baby Sister Bertha’s Baby Burger (4 oz.) for 
$3.29 all the way up to the Bubba’s Triple Wide 25-pound 
Burger for $100, which feeds 50 people. Above: Some of the Corvettes in the 

Fannin Museum. Other Fannin 
Museum treasures included a Model 
T tanker truck, right, and a 1925 
Lincoln, below. 

Above, left: The group gathers in front of restored mansion that is home to Darryl and Jane Akers of Ashland. Center: Inside the Akers mansion. Right: Some of the J. Taylor Auto Collection.

Charles and I are looking forward to taking the next 
trip with the Lexington club. It sure has been fun. 

Note to those who participated in the Ashland tour: 
Thanks to Grant and Jennifer Baker for all the hard 

work they spent on the arrangements and tour route, and 
to Darryl and Jane Akers, who opened their historic home 
to our group. For those who asked for the Akers’ address 
to send a thank-you note, it’s 1520 Chestnut Dr., Ashland, 
KY 41101.

Above: Jerry Kelly, Fred Tuttle, and Fred Rossetti “hold court” around the remains of a late 
1920s Whippet automobile that advertises Hillbilly Hot Dogs.

Above: Two derelict school buses serve as the main dining rooms at Hillbilly Hot Dogs. 
Below: Inside, the eatery is a sight to behold.

Roy Armstrong’s perspective on the CKMARC tour to Ashland
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Events calendar
99 June 11 — Picnic with Louisville Model A Club in 
Shelby County, Ky. See details on this page.

99 July 9 — Picnic at the home of Kenny and Kris Brake 
in Irvine, Ky.

99 July 16 — Keeneland Concours d’Elegance, Lexington.

99August 13-14 — Overnight tour to Clifty Falls (Indiana) 
State Park (Bruce and Linda Bailey). Make your 
reservations at the Clifty Falls Inn by calling (877) 563-
4371 and asking for the CKMARC group rate of $92 per 
night.

99 September 3 — Potluck lunch at the home of  Walter 
and Judy Brumfield in Nicholasville, Ky.

99Oct. 15-16 — Overnight tour to Buckhorn Lake State 
Resort Park (Carl and Ramona Goodwin).

99November 12 — Lunch at Blue Licks Battlefield State 
Resort Park.

99December 10 — Annual Christmas luncheon and 
general membership meeting.

99 January 28, 2012 — Potluck social at Rabbit Run 
Recreation Center in Lexington.

Joint CKMARC/Falls City 
Region picnic June 11

Join our friends from the Falls City Region of MARC 
on June 11 for a picnic at the home of Frank and Mary 
Rice, 187 Haley Road, Shelbyville — four miles west of 
Burt and Rita Nation’s home. 

Jeff and Mary Rhoads will lead a group from 
Lexington, departing from McDonald’s in Palomar 
Shopping Center (Harrodsburg Road at Man o’ War 
Boulevard) promptly at 10 a.m. Or, you can join the 
Lexington group at Walmart in Lawrenceburg (U.S. 62 at 
U.S. 127) at 10:30 a.m. Bring a lawn chair and a dish to 
share, and plan to eat around 1 p.m.

Help plan 2013 Nat’l Meet
A planning meeting for the 2013 National Meet will be 

held Thursday, June 16, at 6:30 p.m. at the Hyatt Hotel 
in downtown Lexington. All are encouraged to attend, 
especially if you are a committee chair. 

Park in the lot across the street from Rupp Arena and 
bring your parking ticket to the meeting to be validated. 
Gather in the Regency Room, behind the restaurant on the 
lobby level. From there, Hyatt representatives will give us a 
tour of the area we will be using for the meet.  

 This will be an ideal opportunity to see (or select) your 
area, plan your activity and its layout, identify issues or 
problems, and spark conversations within your committee 
or our whole group. We’ll return to the Regency Room for 
a brief meeting after the tour.  

We should be finished no later than 8:30 p.m.


