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Have lunch with Eddie Montgomery April 16
Enjoy a fried bologna sandwich or a thick steak in the 

setting of an old country lodge. You never can tell — you 
may even run into country music star Eddie Montgomery 
at his steakhouse in Harrodsburg. After lunch we’ll stop by 
an antique show and sale and travel some of the back roads 
of Mercer County. 

Above: Dennis Deardurff (left), Jerry Floyd, and Bryan Tipton talk cars in the parking 
lot of the Hummel Planetarium on the March tour to Richmond. Right: Kate and Andrew 
Baker and Dylan Powell reluctantly hand over the split-the-pot winnings to Ken Watts.

Meet Darrell and Joan Webb at Turfland Mall for a 10 
a.m. departure. If Lexington is not on your way, meet at 
Montgomery’s around noon. The steakhouse is located on 
the south end of the Rt. 127 bypass around Harrodsburg. 
For more information, call Tammy Godbey at (606) 669-
0298.

Join Grant and Jennifer Baker for a full weekend of 
touring to Jennifer’s hometown — Ashland, Ky. — May 
13-15.

The group will depart from McDonald’s on 
Winchester Rd. at 8 a.m. on Friday, May 13. Some of 
the highlights include: 
Friday
•	Lyin’ Lee’s Used Cars — several warehouses full of old 
cars and signs.

Ashland Adventure: A River and Rail Towns Tour, May 13-15
•	Lunch at Smokey Valley Truck Stop — featured on the 

Food Network, delicious home cooking and pie to die for.  
•	Fannin Motors Museum and ’50s Diner — an eclectic 
collection of antique cars, a shark tank, and other 
memorabilia. The diner will be open for ice cream.
•	Dinner at C.J. Maggie’s in Ashland — located directly 
above the center of Planet Earth, across the street from 
our hotel. 

Continued on page 2
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Mark your calendar for Clifty  
Falls weekend in August 

Room reservations are now available at Clifty Falls Inn 
for our weekend tour to Clifty Falls State Park, Madison, 
Indiana, Aug. 12-14. If you don’t want to go for two 
nights, a group will leave on Saturday and return on 
Sunday.  

To a reserve a room, call (877) 563-4371 and ask for the 
CKMARC group rate, which is $92 per night. We have 18 
rooms on hold until July 15.

Saturday 
•	Tour of one of the largest historic houses in Ashland, 
owned by a friend of Jennifer’s parents — a local bank 
president, who is graciously opening it for us.
•	Lunch at Hillbilly Hotdogs — featured on the Food 
Network’s Diners, Drive-ins, and Dives. This will be 
an indescribably fun experience you’ll never forget.
•	J. Taylor Auto Collection in Huntington, W. Va.
•	Ashland Highlands Museum for dinner and a tour.
•	(Tentative)	Viewing of Kentucky Life segment on 

Kentucky Educational Television featuring Jerry 
Baker and Antique Auto Parts of Kentucky.

Sunday morning
•	Return home, with a lunch stop along the way. 

Be sure to reserve your room soon by calling the 
Ashland Plaza Hotel, (606) 329-0055, and asking for 
the Model A Club Tour block of rooms. The rate is $82 
per night plus tax and includes continental breakfast. 
Please make your reservations by April 15.

Ashland Adventure
Continued from page 1

Our club reached a significant milestone in its history 
last month — marking 25 years in existence.

It was in early 1986 that a half-dozen Model A 
enthusiasts began having regular Saturday breakfast 
meetings at a Lexington restaurant, to discuss forming 
what became the Central Kentucky Region of the Model 
A Restorers Club.

Of those founding members, two — Bob Hamilton 
and Bob Marshall — are deceased, and one — Bobby 
Jones — is no longer involved in the Model A hobby. The 
other three, however, are still active in the club: Bill Bates, 
Jeff Rhoads, and John Yates.

On March 23, 1986, the six original members hosted 
the first meeting of the newly chartered club at the Blue 

Quietly and without fanfare, CKMARC turns 25
Grass Energy building just north of Nicholasville. Several 
more local Model A-ers joined that day. Of that group, 
James Barnes, Noah Logan, and Raymond Tudor are 
still active members. The late Donnie Hanks also joined at 
that time, and his wife, Diana, remains very much a part 
of our Model A group.

From those humble beginnings sprang a vibrant, active 
club — numbering about 70 member families — that is 
slated to host the 2013 MARC National Meet!



The true meaning of Model A Club membership
By Grant Baker

In the last six months, I’ve been on the receiving end of 
some of this club’s generosity. It’s truly a pleasure to be part 
of such a great group of Model A enthusiasts. 

It all started last year when someone was moving our 
modern kid-hauler out of the driveway behind our house. 
I’m not going to say who was behind the wheel, but her 
initials were Jennifer Baker. Through some strange course 
of events, the house actually moved closer to the driveway 
for a split second. At this exact moment, the house and the 
van began to occupy the same space. 

Now before you go jumping to conclusions, I must 
tell you that everything was OK. Other than a few small 
pieces of gray paint and a couple very minor chips, the 
bricks on the corner of our house showed absolutely no 
signs of damage. 

Of course. the van was not as lucky. After the intensity 
of the event subsided, Jennifer and I began to discuss 
how to handle the situation. I made it perfectly clear that 
I didn’t want to do any more painting inside my garage. 
It was too messy and would take way too much time. 
Jennifer made it perfectly clear that she would not drive a 
scratched up car, a bondo buggy, or be seen driving a car 
with primer showing. Since she wasn’t too keen on cruising 
around in a work in progress, I would have exactly one day 
to fix the car if I did it myself. My stomach churned at the 
thought of it.

 Lucky for us, there is a very capable paint and body 
man in our club by the name of Bill Bates. Billie had 
already befriended our kids (who are both convinced that 
his first name is “Billiebates”). After talking to Billie and 
gathering some information, I learned about a car and 
an engine in Billie’s garage that needed to be reunited. I 
proposed a trade, Billie accepted, and the van was fixed 
with practically no out-of-pocket expense. Let’s just say 
that Billie held up much more than his end of the deal. 
Not only did we get the car fixed, Andrew got an antique 
pedal car, and Kate got a high chair for her dolls. What a 
great guy! Thank you, Billie and Judi!

 The second instance was during the Monticello tour 
last year. Our family of four was driving our Tudor sedan. 
If you’ve ever taken a trip with kids, you understand how 
much extra stuff is involved. As we were loading up to 
leave one of our stops, another gentleman was making 
the same observation I was: “How the heck is all this stuff 
gonna fit?” As I crammed the last bag of snacks into the 
floorboard and put both kids into their seats via the rear 

The Bakers’ new trailer got its first trial run on the March 12 tour to Richmond. 

windows, I turned to see several people smiling at the 
situation. One of them had a solution to our dilemma. 

Noah Logan said, “I have the perfect thing for a 
young family who drives their Model A on tour, and I 
can promise you that the price is right.” My interest was 
piqued. Not only did I need a solution to the problem, but 
I absolutely love to get my hands on a great deal.

“What have you got?” I asked.
“A Coleman Pack Horse trailer,” he said. “It has one 

caster wheel in the center and attaches to the car in two 
places to hold it upright.”

Oh boy, I thought. Sounds really weird! That is right up 
my alley! 

 I asked a few more questions about the trailer and 
found out that it was completely disassembled, but had 
a brand new tire. Various prices began running through 
my head, along with thoughts of school tuition, mortgage 
payments, and bills. “OK,” I asked, “what do you mean 
when you say the price is right?”

“Just come and pick it up,” he said.
I wasn’t sure what to say, so I just quickly shook his 

hand!
A few weeks later, Noah and Faye happened to be 

coming to Lexington. Since I hadn’t found time to pick up 
the trailer, they delivered it to me. I cleaned off the rust, 
painted everything, and put it back together with new 
hardware — all for about $100. Thank you, Noah and 
Faye!

After everything was back together, I started looking 
around for some Model A tail lights to put on the trailer. 
I looked at swap meets, e-bay, and even scrounged Dad’s 
junk pile with no luck. I couldn’t see how a set of Model 
A tail lights could double the value of the trailer. I found 
out that Delmer Dalton was upgrading the tail lights on 

Continued on page 4
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Events calendar
99April 16 — Tour to Harrodsburg for lunch at Eddie 
Montgomery’s Steakhouse and a visit to the antique mall. 
See details elsewhere in this issue.

99May 13-15 — Three-day, two-night tour to Ashland, Ky. 
area (Grant and Jennifer Baker). See details beginning on 
page 1 of this issue.

99 June 11 — Picnic with Louisville Model A Club in 
Finchville, (Shelby County) Ky.

99 July 9 — (Date changed) — Picnic at the home of 
Kenny and Kris Brake in Irvine, Ky.

99 July 16 — Keeneland Concours, Lexington.

99August 13-14 — Overnight tour to Clifty Falls (Indiana) 
State Park (Bruce and Linda Bailey). There’s more 
information on page 2 of this issue.

99 September 3 — Potluck lunch at the home of  Walter 
and Judy Brumfield in Nicholasville, Ky.

99Oct. 15-16 — Overnight tour to Buckhorn Lake State 
Resort Park (Carl and Ramona Goodwin).

99November 12 — Lunch at Blue Licks Battlefield State 
Resort Park.

99December 10 — Annual Christmas luncheon and 
general membership meeting.

99 January 28, 2012 — Potluck social at Rabbit Run 
Recreation Center in Lexington.

Plan ahead for 2012 
MAFCA meet

CKMARC members Todd and Michelle Brown 
have offered to lead a group from their home in Ovid, 
Michigan, to the Model A Ford Club of America’s 2012 
national convention, which is scheduled for June 18-22 
in Marquette/Ishpeming, Mich. (MAFCA is the “other” 
national Model A club.)

You can trailer your Model A to the Browns’ home and 
park the trailer there during the meet. The Browns will 
make hotel arrangements for the trip up and back. All 
they need right now is a head count so that they can start 
making plans. If you’re interested, call (989) 723-6921 or 
e-mail toddbrown31@aol.com.

his sedan for the Florida trip. Since the car was at Dad’s 
shop, I asked Dad to see if he would be interested in selling 
his old ones. Delmer said that he wouldn’t sell them, but 
since I needed some I could have them for free. Thank you, 
Delmer!

There are other instances of friends from the club 
showing their generosity, but I have already rambled too 
long, and it would take at least 10 more pages. All this is 
to say that we have a great hobby, a great club, and a great 
group of people. I’m sure everybody has at least one story 
about the generosity of our old car friends. Share those 
stories, and keep it going!

True meaning of membership
Continued from page 3


